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SUBJECT: VENTING OF UNDERGROUND EXPLOSIONS 

GENEVA FOR CCD 

1. ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY STABLER CALLED IN SOVIET 
MINISTER COUNSELOR VORONTSOV ON JANUARY 16 TO GIVE HIM 
THE FOLLOWING NOTE VERB ALE. 

BEGIN QUOTE. THE SECRETARY OF STATE PRESENTS HIS COM- 
PLIMENTS TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE AMBASSADOR OF THE UNION 
OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS AND HAS THE HONOR TO 
REMIND HIM OF THE CONTINUING IMPORTANCE ATTACHED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO THE FULL COMPLIANCE 
BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION WITH THE PROVISIONS 
OF THE TREATY BANNING NUCLEAR WEAPON TESTS IN THE 
ATMOSPHERE, IN OUTER SPACE AND UNDER WATER, SIGNED AT 
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MOSCOW ON AUGUST 5, 1963. 
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IN THIS CONNECTION, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
WISHES TO CALL TO THE ATTENTION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE SOVIET UNION THE COLLECTION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OUTSIDE THE BORDERS OF THE SOVIET UNION 
OF RADIOACTIVE DEBRIS DIRECTLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
SOVIET NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS OF AUGUST 29 AND NOVEMBER 2, 
1974. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES IS CONCERNED 
BY THESE OCCURRENCES, WHICH ARE INCONSISTENT WITH THE 

TERMS OF THE 1963 TREATY OF MOSCOW. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT HAS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS 
SINCE 1963 COMMUNICATED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET 
UNION ITS VIEWS CONCERNING 17 PREVIOUS NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS 
WHICH HAVE SIMILARLY CAUSED RADIOACTIVE DEBRIS TO BE PRE- 
SENT IN THE ATMOSPHERE OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY OF THE 
SOVIET UNION. AS RECENTLY AS MAY 22, 1974 THE SOVIET 
UNION REPLIED TO THE LATEST UNITED STATES COMMUNICATION 
ON THIS SUBJECT, THE U.S. AIDE-MEMOIRE OF MARCH 21, 

1974, AND STATED THAT, "APPROPRIATE SOVIET AUTHORITIES 
WERE AND ARE TAKING THE NECESSARY MEASURES FOR STRICT 
OBSERVANCE OF MOSCOW TREATY OF 1963...” 

AS AN ORIGINAL PARTY TO THE 1963 TREATY OF MOSCOW, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES EXPECTS THE GOVERNMENT 
OF THE SOVIET UNION TO TAKE STEPS TO PREVENT ANY RECUR- 
RENCE OF SUCH INCIDENTS. UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
EXPERIENCE IN RECENT YEARS HAS SHOWN THAT WITH PROPER 
PRECAUTIONS IT IS POSSIBLE TO PREVENT CAUSING RADIO- 
ACTIVE DEBRIS TO BE PRESENT OUTSIDE THE TERRITORY OF A 
STATE CONDUCTING NUCLEAR EXPLOSIONS. 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT IS OF THE VIEW THAT FULL 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE 1963 TREATY OF MOSCOW 
BY ALL PARTIES IS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE, BOTH FOR 
PRESERVING THE INTEGRITY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS 
TREATY AND ALSO FOR THE DEVELOPMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERN- 
MENTS OF THE UNITED STATES AND OF THE SOVIET UNION OF 
THAT STATE OF MUTUAL CONFIDENCE NECESSARY TO ENSURE 
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THE SUCCESS OF FUTURE EFFORTS TO REGULATE NUCLEAR 
EXPLOSIONS. THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES ASSUMES 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SOVIET UNION FULLY SHARES 
THIS VIEW. END QUOTE. 

2. VORONTSOV SAID THAT HE WOULD TRANSMIT THE NOTE 
VERBALE TO HIS AUTHORITIES AND THAT A REPLY WOULD BE 
PROVIDED IN DUE COURSE. KISSINGER 
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